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ceased to believe in mind, and though we would not say
in so many words that " the brain secretes thought as the
liver secretes bile/' yet the physical brain rather than the
spiritual mind is our objective in education , therefore,
*' things are in the saddle and ride mankind," and we have
come to believe that children are inaccessible to ideas or
any knowledge

The message for our age is, Believe in mind, and let
education go straight as a bolt to the mind of the pupil
The use of books is a necessary corollary, because no one
is arrogant enough to believe he can teach every subject
in a full curriculum with the original thought and exact
knowledge shown by the man who has written a book
on perhaps his life-study But the teachei is not moved
by arrogance but by a desire to be serviceable He
believes that children cannot understand well-written
books and that he must make of himself a bridge between
the pupil and the real teacher, the man who has written
the book

Now we have proved that children, even children of
the slums, are able to understand any book suitable for
their age that is, children of eight or nine will grasp
a chapter in Pilgrim's Progress at a single reading,
children of fourteen, one of I^amb's Essays or a chapter
in Eothen, boys and girls of seventeen will' tell' Lycidas
Given a book of literary quality suitable to their age
and children will know how to deal with it without elucida-
tion Of course they will not be able to answer questions
because questions are an impertinence which we all resent,
but they will tell you the whole thing with httle touches
of individual personality in the narrative Perhaps this
is the key to the enormous difficulty of humanistic teach-
ing in English \Ve are no longer overpowered by the mass
of the 'humanities' confronted with the slow process of
getting a child to take in anything at all of the author
he is reading. The slow process is an invention of our